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usually on the thither side of the counter. In
the store the goods are spread openly before
you, all round you, on open stands and often
on the floor, in such a way that you almost feel
that you are invited to Please Take One. At
times you may find two or three stands without
assistants, and when you want to buy something
you have to wander about and search for some-
body who is authorised to take the money. And
while you are thus wandering with your in-
tended purchase, you have the feeling of unseen
eyes following you. Nobody minds being openly
watched, but this feeling of secret watching is
unpleasant. There is another side to this. If
these people will display their goods in this
casual way, and leave the stands without
attendants, can they wonder at the temptation
they offer to some poor women to Take One?
They constantly complain of their losses by
shop-lifting, and are constantly detecting and
prosecuting poor women, when it need not
happen at all. Shop-lifting doesn't happen in the
small, personal shops; only^in the big stores.
And it wouldn't happen there if the stores saw
that no stand was left without am attendant,
and that their shop-detectives were open
watchers in uniform. This is recognised in the
outside world. The plain clothes man is useful
in detecting the commission of crime, but the
greatest preventive of crime is the constant